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BORDER  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


5 Victoria  Place. 

Carlisle. 

September,  1960. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Border  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I herewith  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of 
the  community  for  the  year  1959. 

The  population,  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General, 
at  mid  year  1959  was  30,660  being  an  increase  of  670  over  the 
previous  year  and  1,220  more  than  recorded  in  1957.  This 
increase  was  of  course  expected  in  view  of  the  considerable 
building  programme  carried  out  over  the  past  few  years  by 
the  Ministry  of  Aviation  in  Brampton  to  house  officials  and 
technical  workers  employed  at  the  Spadeadam  Rocket  testing 
site. 


According  to  available  figures  the  population  in  1959  is 
the  highest  ever  recorded  in  the  Border  District,  the  previous 
highest  being  30,200  in  1952. 

The  corrected  Birth  rate  of  17.3  per  1,000  of  the  popula- 
tion was  a little  less  than  in  1958  when  the  rate  was  17.7,  but 
compares  favourably  with  the  England  and  Wales  figure  of 
16.5. 


The  corrected  Death  rate  was  11.5  per  1,000  of  the  popu- 
lation compared  with  11.8  in  1958  and  a rate  of  11.6  in  the 
Country  as  a whole. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  was  21.6  per  1,000  live  births 
compared  with  the  rate  of  26.0  in  1958.  The  figure  for  Eng- 
land and  Wales  in  1959  was  22.0. 
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It  is  again  pleasing  to  report  that  there  were  no  maternal 
deaths,  this  being  the  fifth  successive  year  without  such  a 
death. 

On  the  whole,  therefore,  the  vital  statistics  for  the  year 
were  satisfactory. 

Infectious  disease  notifications  totalled  361  compared 
with  the  low  figure  of  63  received  in  1958.  Measles  notifica- 
tions accounted  for  313  of  the  total;  this  was  to  be  expected 
in  view  of  the  low  incidence  of  the  disease  in  1958. 

No  case  of  Poliomyelitis  occurred  in  the  area  and  indeed 
the  whole  of  Cumberland  remained  free  of  this  disease  despite 
the  long  hot  summer  we  experienced. 

No  major  capital  works  were  carried  out  regarding  water 
supplied,  hi^t  certain  minor  improvements  and  extensions 
were  completed  and  details  of  these  are  given  within  the 
body  of  this  report. 

An  enquiry  was  held  in  October  1959  regarding  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government’s  proposal  to 
merge  the  water  undertakings  of  the  Border  Council  with 
those  of  Carlisle  Corporation.  At  the  time  of  writing  this 
report,  and  despite  strenuous  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  Council 
to  retain  control  of  their  water  supplies  it  would  seem  that 
Carlisle  Corporation  will  take  over  control  in  1961. 

The  Brampton  new  sewage  disposal  works,  commenced 
in  1958,  were  completed  in  July,  1959.  An  outline  scheme 
for  new  works  at  Longtown  was  submitted  during  the  year 
and  agreed  to  in  principle.  New  sewerage  works  are  urgently 
required  in  many  of  the  smaller  communities  in  the  area  and 
it  is  hoped  that  considerable  progress  will  be  made  in  this 
respect  in  the  immediate  future. 

During  the  year  115  houses  were  erected,  52  by  the 
Council  and  63  by  private  enterprise  and  details  of  these  and 
other  housing  matters  are  contained  in  the  report  of  the  Chief 
Pi>blic  Health  Inspector  and  Housing  Officer. 
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1 would  again  thank  members  of  the  Council  for  their 
continued  interest  and  support  in  health  matters  and  I must 
also  pay  tribute  to  all  members  of  the  Heatlh  Staff  for  their 
valuable  help  and  co-operation. 

I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

K.  J.  THOMSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF 
THE  AREA 


Area  of  District  in  Acres 


248,860 


Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident  population  30,660 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (according  to  Rate 


Book) 

Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 


8,293 

£362,793 

£1,387 


The  considerable  increase  in  the  rateable  value  of  the 
district  was  due  chiefly  to  three  factors: — 

(1)  The  Spadeadam  Rocket  Site  was  assessed  at  £42,800 
and  this  amount  was  brought  in  during  1959  for  the  first  time. 

(2)  Industrial  Hereditaments  were  doubled  as  compared 
with  previous  years  and  amounted  to  £5,369. 

(3)  Electrical  assessments  increased  to  £9,915. 

POPULATION. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population  in 
mid-year  1959  was  30,660  being  an  increase  of  670  over  the 
1958  figure  which  itself  was  550  more  than  in  1957.  There 
was,  therefore,  an  increase  of  1,220  in  the  population  during 
1958  and  1959  due  almost  entirely  to  the  increase  in  popula- 
tion in  the  Brampton  area  where  officials  and  technical 
workers  from  the  Spadeadam  Rocket  Site  have  been  mainly 
housed. 

According  to  available  figures  the  population  in  1959  is 
the  highest  ever  recorded,  the  previous  highest  being  30,200 
in  1952. 

At  the  time  of  writing  this  report  there  is  some  uncer- 
tainty as  to  the  future  of  Spadeadam  and  it  may  well  be  that 
some  fall  in  population  may  be  recorded  in  the  next  annual 
report. 

The  following  Table  gives  the  population  for  the  last  10 
years; — 
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1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 


29,220  Civilian  and  Service  Personell 
28,720  Civilian  and  Service  Personell 
30,200  Civilian  and  Service  Personell 
30,070  Civilian  and  Service  Personell 
29,940  Civilian  and  Service  Personell 
30,040  Civilian  and  Service  Personell 
29,980  Civilian  and  Service  Personell 
29,440  Civilian  and  Service  Personell 
29,990  Civilian  and  Service  Personell 
30,660  Civilian  and  Service  Personell 


Agriculture  and  Dairy  Farming  continue  to  be  the  main 
industries  of  the  district.  The  manufacture  of  fabrics,  calico 
and  woollen  goods  together  with  brickworks,  plaster  and 
cement  works  and  quarrying  employ  a considerable  number 
of  male  and  female  workers.  Spadeadam  Rocket  Site  has 
brought  many  highly  trained  officials  and  technical  workers 
into  the  area  and  in  addition  a considerable  number  of  un- 
skilled workers  were  still  employed  during  1959,  although 
admittedly  fewer  than  in  the  earlier  years  of  development. 
The  close-down  of  Air  Ministry  Maintenance  Units  around 
Longtown,  which  took  place  during  the  year,  did  cause  some 
unemployment.  Fortunately,  however,  work  was  beginning 
to  be  available  towards  the  end  of  the  year  at  the  large  exten- 
sion to  the  railway  marshalling  yard  in  the  Kingmoor-Cargo 
district. 

On  the  whole,  however,  unemployment  was  never  serious 
at  any  time  during  1959. 

To  my  knowledge  no  new  industries  were  brought  into 
the  area  during  the  year. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Births: 

(a)  Live  Births 


Males  Females  Total 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


259  189  448 

7 7 14 


Total  266  196  462 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population  15.1 

(Crude  Rate) 

Birth  Rate  corrected  by  Comparability  factor  17.3. 

(b)  Still  Births  Males  Females  Total 

Legitimate  8 4 12 

Illegitimate  — — — 


Total  8 4 12 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births  25.3. 

The  above  figure  compares  with  a rate  of  29.5  in  1958. 

Deaths: 

Males  Females  Total 


Deaths  (all  ages)  204  166  370 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000 

of  population  12.1 

Corrected  Death  Rate  per 

1,000  of  Population  ...  11.5 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  and 
Maternal  Causes  ...  Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per 

1,000  total  births  ...  Nil 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age: 

All  infants  per  1,000  live 
births  ...  ...  ...  21.6 

There  was  one  death  of  an  illegitimate  infant. 

Deaths  from 

Cancer  ...  52 

Measles  Nil 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years  of  age  Nil 


The  following  table,  showing  the  vital  statistics  for  Eng- 
land and  Wales  and  certain  groups  in  the  County  of  Cumber- 
land for  the  year,  1959,  is  given  for  comparison. 


Crude 

Crude 

Infantile 

Birth 

Death  Mortality 

Rate 

Rate 

Rate 

England  and  Wales  

16.5 

11.6 

22.0 

Administrative  County  of  Cumberland 
Urban  District  of  Cumberland  (includ- 
ing Boroughs  of  Workington  and 

17.8 

11.9 

21.1 

Whitehaven)  

17.9 

12.7 

23.3 

Rural  Districts  of  Cumberland 
BORDER  RURAL  DISTRICT  — 

17.6 

11.4 

19.6 

CRUDE  RATES  

BORDER  RURAL  DISTRICT  — 

15.1 

12.1 

21.6 

CORRECTED  RATES  

17.3 

11.5 

21.6 

Infantile  Mortality: 

There  were  10  deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age 
giving  an  Infantile  Mortality  rate  of  21.6  per  thousand  live 
births  as  compared  with  26.0  in  1958  and  the  very  low  rate 
of  17.7  in  1957.  The  rate  for  the  administrative  County  of 
Cumberland  was  21.1  per  thousand  live  births,  while  that  of 
England  and  Wales  was  22.0. 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  appropriate  table  that  the 
Infantile  Mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales  has  shown 
a steady  fall  over  the  past  10  years,  while  that  for  the  Border 
District  has  shown  considerable  fluctuation.  This  is  to  be 
expected  in  view  of  the  small  figures  relating  to  the  Border 
District  area.  Of  the  10  infants  who  died,  six  were  boys  and 
four  were  girls  and  all  died  in  hospital  and  with  one  excep- 
tion all  were  born  in  hospital.  It  will  be  noted  from  the 
table  that  seven  died  within  24  hours  of  birth  and  eight  within 
1 month  of  birth.  As  usual  Prematurity  and  Congenital 
deformities  were  the  main  causes  of  death. 


Details  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age,  1959. 
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Infantile  Mortality  Rate  1949-59. 


Year 

Border  Rural  District 

Population  Total  Deaths 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate 
England 

Border  R.D.  and  Wales 

1949 

29,660 

13 

25 

32 

1950 

29,220 

27 

35.9 

29.8 

1951 

28,720 

8 

17.6 

29.6 

1952 

30,200 

12 

28.2 

27.6 

1953 

30,070 

8 

18.8 

26.8 

1954 

29,940 

16 

37.4 

25.5 

1955 

30,040 

9 

20.5 

24.9 

1956 

29,980 

13 

30.9 

23.8 

1957 

29,440 

8 

17.7 

23.0 

1958 

29,990 

12 

26.0 

22.5 

1959 

30,660 

10 

21.6 

22.0 

Maternal  Mortality. 

I am  glad  to  report  that  there  were  no  maternal  deaths 
in  1959,  the  last  such  death  occurring  in  1954. 

Cancer  Mortality. 

According  to  the  Registrar  General’s  figures  there  were 
52  deaths  from  Cancer  in  its  various  forms  giving  a mortality 
rate  of  1.7  per  thousand  of  population  equivalent  to  14%  of 
all  deaths.  These  figures  are  practically  the  same  as  in  1958 
and  still  considerably  below  the  National  rates  of  2.1  per 
thousand  of  population  or  18%  of  all  deaths  in  the  country. 

The  average  age  at  death  of  males  was  63.6  years  while 
that  of  females  was  65.8  years,  both  being  a little  lower  than 
in  previous  years. 

The  age  range  of  Cancer  deaths  in  males  was  29  years 
to  93  years,  only  three  being  below  the  age  of  50  years,  while 
that  in  the  case  of  females  was  31  years  to  85  years,  only  one 
being  below  the  age  of  50  years. 
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Location  of  Disease. 

Alimentary  System: 
Mouth  and  Tongue 
Oesophagus 

Stomach  

Bowel 

Pancreas  

Liver 

Gall  Bladder 

Reproductive  System: 

Breast  

Uterus 

Ovary  

Genito  Urinary: 

Bladder  

Respiratory  System: 

Lungs  and  Bronchus 

Other  Sites 


Females 

1 

1 

6 

2 

1 

1 

2 


— 4 

— 3 

— 3 

1 *- 

7 — 

3 3 

25  26 


Males 

1 

4 

4 

3 

1 

1 


While  the  total  number  of  Cancer  deaths  showed  no 
increase  over  1958  there  was  an  increase  of  2 deaths  from 
Cancer  of  the  Lungs  and  Bronchus,  a total  of  7 being  recorded 
over  the  year.  All  such  deaths  occurred  in  males  and  on 
investigation  it  was  found  that  with  one  exception  all  were 
heavy  smokers  of  cigarettes.  The  exception  was  a man  of  57 
years  who  smoked  10  cigarettes  daily  plus  2 oz.  of  pipe 
tobacco  weekly. 

In  my  1958  report  I stated  that  the  Medical  Research 
Council  had  carried  out  extensive  and  detailed  investigations 
into  the  possible  causes  of  the  marked  increase  in  lung  cancer 
deaths  which  had  occurred  in  this  Country  over  the  past 
20 — 25  years.  After  sifting  all  evidence  they  concluded  that 
a large  proportion  of  the  increase  was  due  to  tobacco  smoking 
especially  heavy  cigarette  smoking. 

In  1959  in  England  and  Wales  there  were  97,116  deaths 
from  all  forms  of  Cancer,  51,783  being  males  and  45,333 


12 


being  females  a total  increase  of  1,317  over  the  1958  figures. 
Of  this  total  18,181  male  deaths  and  2,882  female  deaths 
(a  total  of  21,063)  were  due  to  Cancer  of  the  Lungs.  In  other 
words  21.6%  of  all  Cancer  deaths  were  due  to  Cancer  of  the 
Lungs  and  so  far  as  males  were  concerned  35.1%  of  all 
Cancer  deaths  were  due  to  Limg  Cancer  while  only  6.3% 
of  female  Cancer  deaths  were  due  to  this  cause. 

Cancer  deaths  (all  forms)  have  shown  an  ever  increasing 
trend  in  the  Country  as  a whole. 

Deaths  from  all  causes. 

TTie  total  deaths  recorded  in  1959  showed  a fall  from 
the  previous  year — 370  compared  with  399 — giving  a crude 
death  rate  of  12.1  per  1,000  of  population  and  a corrected 
rate  of  11.5.  This  latter  figure  compares  with  11.8  in  1958 
and  is  practically  the  same  as  for  the  England  and  Wales 
figure  of  11.6  for  1959. 

In  1959  of  the  total  deaths  registered  in  the  area  52 
occurred  in  Garlands  Hospitail  equivalent  to  l\i%  of  all 
deaths  in  the  area — the  same  as  in  1958.  Since  1958  all 
deaths  occurring  in  Garlands  within  six  months  of  admittance 
were  transferred  to  the  area  of  previous  residence,  thus  giving 
a more  accurate  death  rate  for  the  Border  area. 

Nevertheless,  deaths  occurring  in  Garlands  Hospital 
which  are  attributable  to  the  Border  area  do  tend  to  distort 
the  general  rate  of  incidence  of  certain  diseases  particularly 
those  due  to  diseases  of  the  heart.  I have  pointed  out  this 
fact  in  previous  reports. 


Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  CircuBatory  System. 

Deaths  from  this  cause  totalled  174,  equal  to  47%  of 
all  deaths — the  same  as  in  1958  — and  considerably  higher 
than  the  rate  for  the  country  as  a whole.  Of  all  Garlands 
deaths  no  less  than  57%  were  due  to  Heart  conditions  whereas 
the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  37%  of  total  deaths. 
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Vascular  Lesions  of  fhe  Nervous  System. 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  and  Thrombosis  accounted  for  68 
deaths,  equivalent  to  18.4%  of  all  deaths,  a figure  which  is 
a little  up  on  the  1958  figure  of  16.5%. 

Cancer  Deaths. 

As  already  indicated  there  were  52  Cancer  deaths,  equal 
to  14%  of  all  deaths,  a little  up  on  the  1958  figure  of  13%, 
but  still  well  below  the  rate  for  the  Country  as  a whole. 

Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System,  excluding  Tuber- 
culosis, accounted  for  16  deaths,  equal  to  4.3%  of  total 
deaths  which  is  well  below  the  National  rate  and  less  than  in 
1958. 

Deaths  from  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  amounted  to  8, 
one  more  than  in  1958,  while  other  accidents  accounted  for  9 
deaths  being  4 less  than  in  1958. 
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Age  at  Death.  All  Causes,  1959. 
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Causes  of  Death  as  given  by  the  Reystrar  General,  1959. 


Male  Female  Total 


1. 

Tuberculosis — Respiratory 

2 

2 

4 

2. 

Tuberculosis — Other  

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease  

• 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough  

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infection  

— 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles  

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  Infective  and  Paras’te  Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

10. 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Stomach  ... 

4 

6 

10 

11. 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Lung,  Bronchus 

7 

— 

7 

12. 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Breast 

— 

4 

4 

13. 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Uterus 

— 

3 

3 

14. 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

13 

13 

26 

1'. 

Leukaemia.  Aleukaemia  

1 

1 

2 

If'. 

Diabetes  

— 

— 

— - 

17. 

Vascular  les’on  of  the  Nervous  System 

29 

39 

68 

18 

Coronary  d’sease — Angina 

45 

21 

66 

19. 

Hypertens’on  W’th  Heart  Disease 

2 

4 

6 

20. 

Other  Heart  Diseases  

• • « 

48 

41 

89 

21. 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

7 

6 

13 

22. 

Influenza  ...  ...  

4 

2 

6 

23. 

Pneumonia  

2 

3 

5 

24. 

Bronchitis  

5 

3 

8 

25. 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

2 

1 

3 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

— 

1 

1 

27 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

1 

1 

2 

28. 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  

3 

2 

5 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  

1 

— 

1 

30. 

Pregnancy,  Ch’ldbirth,  Abortion 

— 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  Malformations 

2 

2 

4 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

13 

7 

20 

33. 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  

6 

2 

8 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

7 

2 

9 

35. 

Suicide  

— 

— 

— 

36. 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 

— 

— 

— 

All  causes  204  166  370 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR 

THE  AREA 

Laboratary  Services. 

All  facilities  are  provided  by  the  Public  Health  Labora- 
tory service  at  the  Cumberland  Infirmary.  Dr,  J.  S.  Faulds  is 
the  Consultant  Pathologist  while  Dr.  D.  G.  Davies  is  in  charge 
of  all  the  Bacteriological  work. 

Again  I would  record  my  grateful  thanks  to  all  concerned 
for  the  excellent  co-operation  and  help  given  so  freely  during 
the  year. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  County  Council,  as  the  Local  Health  Authority 
provides  and  administers  all  Ambulance  services.  An  am- 
bulance based  at  Kirklinton  serves  the  Northern  area  while 
the  rest  of  the  district  is  served  from  Carlisle.  In  addition 
an  Infectious  Disease  ambulance  is  provided  at  Longtown 
Hospital  and  “Sitting  Case”  cars  are  available  throughout 
the  district. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

The  County  Council  provides  all  the  necessary  services 
including  District  Nurses,  Midwives,  Health  Visitors  and 
Home  Helps.  There  were  44  Home  Helps  on  the  Register 
being  one  less  than  in  1958. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres: 

There  has  been  no  change  in  such  facilities,  there  being 
two  County  Qinics  in  the  area,  namely: — 

Union  Lane,  Brampton,  and  14  Portland  Square,  Carlisle. 
Clinics  are  held  as  follows: — 


Child  Welfare  and 

School  Clinics 

Immunisation  Clinics. 

Brampton — 1st  and  3rd  Fridays. 

1st  and  3rd  Fridays, 

10 — 12  noon. 

2 — 4 p.m. 

Carlisle  — 2nd  and  4th  Wednesdays, 

2nd  and  4th  Wednesdays, 

10 — 12  noon. 

2 — 4 p.m. 
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In  addition.  Eye,  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  and  Ortho- 
paedic Specialist  Clinics  are  held  at  14,  Portland  Square  at 
regular  intervals  throughout  the  year. 

Additional  Poliomyelitis  Vaccination  sessions  were  held 
in  both  Clinics  during  the  year. 

Dental  Clinics  are  also  held  at  Brampton,  Longtown  and 
Carlisle  every  week. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Water  Supplies: 

Throughout  the  year  regular  sampling  of  the  water  sup- 
plies owned  by  the  Council  was  carried  out  and  in  all  117 
samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  with 
the  following  results: — 

Excellent  ...  ...  88=75%  of  total 

Unsatisfactory  29=25%  of  total 


Total  117 


Three  chemical  examinations  were  also  made  with  satis- 
factory reports  in  all  cases.  In  addition  six  samples  were 
taken  for  bacteriological  examination  and  one  for  chemical 
analysis  for  private  individuals  who  wished  to  instal  their 
own  supply. 

Frequent  inspections  of  the  gathering  ground  and  collec- 
tion areas  were  also  made  particularly  when  adverse  bacterio- 
logical reports  were  received. 

During  the  year  some  concern  was  expressed  by  the 
Council  regarding  possible  contamination  of  water  supplies 
by  radio-active  material  and  it  was  decided  that  samples  of 
water  should  be  submitted  for  examination. 

Seven  samples  were  sent  for  such  examination  and  all 
were  reported  as  radio-biologically  inactive. 
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I am  indebted  to  Mr.  W.  Skerry,  Engineer  and  Surveyor, 
for  the  following  report  on  water  and  sewerage  improvements 
carried  out  during  1959. 


Water. 

The  main  item  of  interest  during  the  year  was  a proposal 
by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  to  merge 
the  Undertaking  of  the  Border  Rural  District  Council  with 
that  of  the  Carlisle  Corporation  to  form  one  unit  and  to  be 
administered  by  the  Carlisle  Corporation.  An  Enquiry  con- 
cerning the  proposal  was  held  in  October  but  at  the  time  of 
writing  no  definite  outcome  is  known,  so  far  as  the  Ministry 
are  concerned. 

No  major  Capital  Works  were  carried  out  during  the 
year  but  several  minor  works  were  executed  to  improve  local 
conditions  and  keep  pace  with  private  development.  They 
include  several  minor  works  largely  to  provide  water  for  the 
Ministry  of  Works  Housing  Sites  at  Brampton  and  are  as 
follows: — 

1.  (i)  Greenfield  Lane  where  an  old  2 inch  main  was 
replaced  by  a new  4 inch  diameter  main,  some  220 
lineal  yards. 

(ii)  The  scraping  of  approximately  1,450  lineal  yards 
of  3 inch  main  between  the  Hospital  Cross  Roads 
and  Greenfield  Lane  Junction  on  the  Longtown 
Road. 

(iii)  The  laying  of  approximately  1,200  lineal  yards 
of  4 inch  diameter  main  from  Bleaberry  Tank  to  the 
Hospital  Cross  Roads. 

2.  An  outline  scheme  was  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government  to  provide  for  the 
supply  of  water  in  the  Low  House  area  in  the  Parish 
of  Wetheral  and  to  take  the  water  by  agreement  from 
the  adjoining  Penrith  Rural  District. 
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Sewerage. 

1.  The  provision  of  a new  sewage  disposal  works  for 
Brampton  was  completed  in  July,  1959. 

2.  An  outline  scheme  was  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government  for  a new  sewage 
disposal  works  for  Longtown  and  agreed  in  principle. 

3.  Minor  extensions  to  public  sewers  at  Scotby  and 
Houghton  to  provide  for  drainage  on  small  private 
estates  being  developed. 

Particulars  of  Water  Supplied 

By  means  of  public 
Direct  to  Houses  Standpipes 


PARISH 

No.  of 

Houses  in 
Parish 

No.  of 

Houses 

Supplied 

Population 

Supplied 

No.  of 
Houses 
Supplied 

Population 

Supplied 

Arthuret 

838 

816 

2,700 

Askerton 

53 

25 

90 

**Beaumont 

129 

Bewcastle 

152 

88 

308 

Brampton 

1,116 

1,089 

3,600 

22 

78 

* *Burgh-by-Sands 

245 

Burtholme 

72 

66 

234 

Carlatton 

11 

7 

26 

Castle  Carrock 

102 

83 

300 

3 

11 

*Cummersdale 

203 

4 

15 

Cumrew 

24 

13 

46 

Cumwhitton  . . . 

102 

70 

250 

Dalston 

673 

598 

2,092 

16 

55 

Denton  Nether 

101 

53 

184 

1 

4 

Denton  Upper 

39 

10 

35 

4 

14 

Farlam 

243 

237 

814 

Geltsdale 

1 

No  Supply 

Hayton 

443 

391 

1,372 

22 

77 

Hethersgill 

138 

136 

485 

Irthington 

213 

183 

654 

5 

18 

♦Kingmoor 

93 

60 

216 

7 

25 

Kingwater 

58 

25 

90 

Kirkandrews  ... 

194 

186 

656 

Kirklinton 

100 

85 

316 

Midgeholme  ... 

44 

24 

89 

8 

29 

Nicholforest  ... 

138 

59 

214 

20 


Orton 

122 

98 

364 

‘Rockclifl'e 

235 

208 

738 

5 

18 

‘St.  Cuthberts  ... 

564 

381 

1,370 

12 

43 

Scaleby 

95 

86 

306 

Solport 

62 

54 

189 

‘Stanwix 

386 

96 

340 

5 

18 

Stapleton 

83 

77 

278 

Walton 

95 

70 

250 

6 

22 

Waterhead 

54 

15 

54 

Westh'nton 

109 

101 

350 

‘Wetheral 

1.283 

826 

2,978 

21 

74 

‘♦Parishes  wholly  supplied  by  the  Corporation  of  Carlisle  in  their 
Statutory  Area. 

‘Parishes  partly  supplied  by  the  Corporation  of  Carlisle. 

The  figures  given  in  this  table  are  only  approximate. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Notification  of  Infectious  diseases  totalled  361  compared 
with  the  very  low  figure  of  63  in  1958  and  the  very  high 
figure  of  785  in  1957.  As  has  been  pointed  out  in  previous 
reports  the  marked  fluctuation  in  total  notifications  is  due 
entirely  to  the  varying  incidence  of  Measles  from  year  to  year. 
Measles  epidemics  tend  to  occur  in  cycles  every  2 — 3 years. 

Measles. 

A total  of  313  cases  was  notified  compared  with  8 in 
1958  and  688  in  1957.  Towards  the  latter  part  of  1959  there 
was  a considerable  increase  in  Measles  incidence  in  the 
Country  generally,  which  continued  into  1960.  This  was  to 
be  expected  in  view  of  the  low  incidence  during  1958.  No 
cases  were  admitted  to  hospital  and  there  were  no  deaths. 

Whooping  Cough. 

No  actual  case  was  notified  in  1959  although  it  may  well 
be  that  there  were  a few  cases  in  the  area,  but  being  so  mild 
no  doctor  was  called  in  and  therefore  no  notification  made. 
In  1958  and  1957  there  were  one  and  71  cases  respectively. 

This  low  incidence  of  Whooping  Cough  may  in  part  be 
due  to  a considerable  increase  in  Whooping  Cough  vaccina- 
tion, chiefly  by  General  Practitioners  in  the  area,  as  very  few 
vaccinations  were  carried  out  in  the  Welfare  Clinics  of  the 
County  Council. 

A total  of  402  vaccinations  were  carried  out  during  the 

year. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Twenty  Six  cases  were  notified  compared  with  eight  in 
1958.  All  were  mild  cases  and  as  is  now  usual  all  were 
treated  at  home.  The  main  age  group  affected  was  the  5 — 10 
years  group. 
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Streptococcal  Sore  Throats  due  to  Lancefield  Group  “^A** 
Type  Organism. 

Streptococcal  sore  throat  is  scarlet  fever  infection  without 
a rash  and  when  due  to  above  organism  can  give  rise  to 
serious  complications  of  heart  disease  and  inflammation  of 
the  kidneys  leading  to  possible  serious  disabling  disease.  This 
condition  is  not  notifiable,  nevertheless  over  the  past  number 
of  years  Dr.  Davies,  the  Bacteriologist  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  has  sent  me  copies  of  all  bacteriological  findings 
where  the  Lancefield  Group  “A”  type  organism  has  been 
found  in  throat  swabs.  I have  invariably  followed  up  such 
cases  and  in  consultation  with  the  private  practitioners  en- 
sured that  such  patients  were  free  of  infection,  as  judged  by 
negative  swabs,  before  returning  to  work.  These  cases  res- 
pond well  to  adequate  doses  of  penicillin. 

During  1959  over  20  such  positive  reports  were  received, 
although  no  doubt  there  were  many  other  such  cases  in  the 
area.  As  an  indication  of  the  importance  of  such  follow  up 
it  may  be  interesting  to  report  the  following  case: — 

A child  was  notified  as  a case  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  on 
following  up  the  contacts  I found  that  the  mother  worked, 
in  a part-time  capacity,  at  a small  Cottage  Hospital.  She 
was  swabbed  and  found  to  be  infected  with  this  particular 
organism.  As  a result  of  follow  up  of  all  the  members  of 
the  hospital  staff  and  patients  three  other  members  of  the 
nursing  staff  were  found  to  be  infected,  as  well  as  an  elderly 
patient. 

In  consultation  with  the  doctor  in  charge  it  was  decided 
that  the  nurses  concerned  should  be  given  a course  of  intra- 
muscular penicillin  injections  and  very  strict  precautions 
regarding  personal  hygiene  and  the  wearing  of  masks  etc., 
introduced  and  daily  supervision  maintained.  As  a result  of 
this  regime  the  infection  was  quickly  controlled  and  there 
were  no  complications  or  further  cases  in  the  hospital. 

It  is  interesting  to  report  that  well  over  100  throat  swabs 
were  sent  in  for  examination  in  connection  with  scarlet  fever 
and  streptococcal  sore  throat  infections. 
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Pneumonia. 

Sixteen  cases  were  notified  mainly  in  the  45  years  and 
over  age  group;  ten  of  these  were  notified  as  Influenzal 
Pneumonia.  There  were  five  deaths  from  this  disease  and 
apart  from  one  notified  from  Garlands  Hospital  none  was 
admitted  to  hospital. 

Food  Poisoning. 

Two  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  both  being  due 
to  the  Salmonella  Typhi-murium  organism. 

The  first  related  to  a little  girl  aged  5 years  who  had  been 
ill  for  a considerable  time  before  the  diagnosis  of  Food 
Poisoning  was  made;  she  had  in  fact  been  ill  about  five  weeks 
previously,  and  at  this  time  a diagnosis  of  sub-acute  Appen- 
dicitis was  made.  After  a considerable  period  of  treatment 
at  home  she  was  admitted  to  hospital  for  further  treatment. 
She  was  discharged  home  still  with  positive  stool  findings  and 
it  was  not  until  six  weeks  later  that  she  was  considered  to  be 
completely  free  of  infection  as  judged  by  three  consecutive 
negative  stools.  Despite  intensive  search  for  the  original 
source  of  infection  this  was  not  found,  but  it  was  quite  pos- 
sible that  she  had  been  infected  from  an  infected  calf  which 
had  died  in  a farm  which  she  had  visited  just  before  her 
original  svmptoms  commenced.  Calves  do  suffer  from  this 
type  of  Salmonella  infection  and  I have  had  several  cases 
in  humans  where  the  infection  was  traced  back  to  this  source. 

The  second  case  concerned  a young  soldier  aged  19  years 
of  age  from  Hadrians  Camp,  Carlisle.  Despite  intensive  in- 
vestigation the  source  of  this  infection  was  never  found.  The 
youn?  man  was  emploved  in  the  cookhouse  of  the  camp  and 
all  kitchen  staff  and  other  contacts  were  examined  with  nega- 
tive findings.  Fortunately  he  became  clear  within  four  weeks 
of  the  start  of  symptoms. 

Dysentery. 

Four  cases  were  notified  as  against  forty  notified  in  1958. 
Only  three  of  these  cases  were  confirmed  bacteriologically. 
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but  as  a result  of  follow  up  of  the  family  contacts  concerned 
two  other  infected  cases  were  discovered.  In  one  of  the  four 
cases  the  patient  had  undoubtedly  been  infected  by  a “missed” 
case  in  the  same  family,  which  was  only  brought  to  light  by 
the  follow  up  of  the  family  contacts. 

In  the  second  case  a school  child  notified  as  the  primary 
case  later  infected  her  Mother  who  had  acute  symptoms  with 
positive  findings. 

All  cases  were  closely  followed  up  and  in  the  case  of 
school  children  excluded  from  school  until  three  consecutive 
stools  were  reported  as  negative.  Samples  of  stools  were 
obtained  from  all  members  of  the  infected  household. 

Of  the  positive  cases  all  were  due  to  the  commonly 
found  Shigella  Sonnei  organism. 

In  addition  two  cases,  infected  before  coming  into  the 
Border  Area,  were  kept  under  supervision  until  considered 
free.  One  was  infected  abroad  and  was  due  to  the  Shigella 
Flexner,  less  common  in  this  country,  while  the  other  was  due 
to  the  Sonnei  organism. 

Fortunately  no  outbreak  occurred  in  the  Children’s  Home 
at  Aglionby  where  considerable  trouble  was  caused  in  1958 
from  this  disease.  As  a result  of  the  experience  gained  in 
previous  years  a very  strict  bacteriological  examination  was 
carried  out  on  all  children  before  admission  to  this  home, 
with  resulting  happy  freedom  from  this  troublesome  infection. 


Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Vaccination. 

No  case  of  this  disease  has  occurred  in  the  area  since 
1957  when  one  case  was  notified. 

Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis  continued  throughout 
the  year  and  many  vaccination  sessions  were  held  in  the 
various  County  Council  Clinics  as  well  as  during  the  regular 
clinic  sessions  for  school  and  pre-school  children.  In  addition 
the  schools  in  the  area  were  visited  and  vaccinations  carried 
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out  in  school  premises.  General  practitioners  too  played  their 
part  in  vaccinating  children  and  adults  in  their  surgeries.  The 
following  table  shows  the  position  as  at  31.12.59,  and  it  must 
be  appreciated  that  the  figures  given  are  inclusive  i.e.,  they 
indicate  the  total  number  vaccinated  (according  to  year  of 
birth)  since  the  introduction  of  the  Government  Vaccination 
Scheme  in  1956. 

In  the  County  as  a whole  87%  of  all  school  children 
have  been  fully  vaccinated  while  77%  of  the  1 — 4 age  group 
and  42%  of  those  aged  16 — 26  years  have  also  been  protected. 
This  is  a higher  rate  of  vaccination  than  in  the  Country 
generally. 

In  a letter  sent  to  Health  Authorities  early  in  1960  the 
Minister  of  Health  stated  that  by  the  yid  of  1959  registrations 
for  vaccination  had  passed  the  13  million  mark  and  while 
nearly  all  of  these  had  received  two  injections  (thus  giving 
protection)  over  7.3  million  had  received  three  injections. 

The  Minister  further  stated  that  the  provisional  number 
of  cases  of  paralytic  poliomyelitis  in  1959  had  fallen  below 
1,000  for  the  first  time  for  13  years — the  total  being  914— and 
this,  despite  the  very  long  hot  summer.  The  provisional  total 
number  of  paralytic  and  non-paralytic  cases  notified  was 
1,345  which  was  also  the  lowest  since  1947  and  compared 
with  a total  of  2,370  in  1958.  Of  greater  significance  however 
was  the  fact  that  deaths  from  poliomyelitis  were  the  lowest 
since  separate  records  started  in  1911,  there  being  only  66  (41 
male  and  25  female)  for  the  whole  country.  It  would  seem, 
therefore,  that  the  vaccination  campa’^n  initiated  in  1956  has 
been  well  worth  while,  and  it  must  be  maintained  at  all  costs. 


Paliomyelitis  Vaccination  — Year  of  Birth. 
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Smallpox. 

No  case  or  known  contact  occurred  in  the  district  during 
the  year. 

Primary  vaccinations  again  showed  a little  increase  over 
previous  years  as  also  did  re-vaccinations.  This  is  a trend 
in  the  right  direction. 


Vaccinations  against  Smallpox. 

— 1 yr.  1 yr.  2-4  yrs.  14  yrs.  15-1-  yrs.  Total 
Primary  347  10  10  10  20  397 

Revaccinations  1 1 2 18  63  85 

Diphtheria. 

For  the  eleventh  consecutive  year  no  case  of  Diphtheria 
has  occurred  in  the  district  and  it  is  now  thirteen  years  since  a 
death  was  recorded  from  this  disease. 

In  the  Country  generally,  however,  there  was  again  an 
increase  in  notifications.  In  1957  there  were  37  verified 
notifications  of  the  disease  increasing  to  79  in  1958,  and  this 
figure  rose  to  271  in  1959  (not  all  verified).  There  has  been, 
therefore,  a definite  increase  of  Diphtheria  cases  in  the  Coun- 
try over  the  past  two  years  due,  undoubtedly,  to  a decrease 
in  the  general  immunisation  rate  among  susceptible  child- 
ren. Tlie  Chief  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  England  and 
Wales  has  stated  “it  is  quite  clear  that  there  is  still  a danger 
that  this  disease  could  again  become  a serious  problem  and 
that  efforts  to  maintain  a high  level  of  immunisation  of  child- 
ren cannot  be  relaxed.” 

During  the  year  the  following  number  of  children  were 
immunised  in  the  Border  district; — 

Primary  Immunisation,  all  ages  ...  477 

Reinforcement  or  Booster  Injections  ...  877 

These  figures  are  considerably  up  on  the  1958  figures 
being  almost  double  in  the  case  of  Booster  injections. 
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Diphtheria  — Natificalions  and  Deaths,  1944 — 1959. 


Year 

England  and  Wales 

Border  Dislrict 

Notifications 

Deaths  Notifications 

Deaths 

1944 

23,199 

934 

28 

3 

1945 

18,596 

722 

14 

1 

1946 

11,986 

472 

8 

1 

1947 

5,609 

244 

— 

— 

1948 

3,575 

156 

3 

— 

1949 

1,890 

84 

— 

1950 

962 

49 

— 

— 

1951 

664 

33 

— 

— 

1952 

376 

32 

— 

— 

1953 

266 

23 

— 

— 

1954 

173 

9 

— 

— 

1955 

155 

13 

— 

— 

1956 

51 

8 

— 

— 

1957 

37 

6 

— 

— 

1958  (Provisional) 

79 

8 

— 

— 

1959 

271 

0 

— 

Influenza. 

For  the  second  consecutive  winter  influenza  was  preva 
lent  in  the  Country.  The  outbreak  began  towards  the  end  of 
January,  1959  and  reached  its  peak  a month  later. 

The  Border  district  was  affected  in  common  with  the 
rest  of  the  Country  but  not  nearly  to  the  same  extent  as  in 
the  previous  year. 

There  were  five  notifications  of  Influenzal  Pneumonia. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  new  cases  added 
to  the  Tuberculosis  register  and  of  deaths  from  Tuberculosis 
during  1959; — 
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New  Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

0 — 1 year 

1 — 5 years 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

5 — 15  years 

^ — 

15  — 25  years 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— — 

25  — 35  years 

4 

2 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— — 

35  — 45  years 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— — 

45  — 55  years 

3 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

55  — 65  years 

1 

2 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— — 

65  and  upwards 

3 

1 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— — 

TOTALS 

14 

10 

3 

2 

4 

4 

— — 

Of  the  29  cases 

added 

to 

the  register 

13 

were 

inward 

transfer  cases  i.e.,  cases  already  notified  elsewhere  in  the 
Country,  but  who  had  moved  into  the  Border  area  during  the 
year. 

Three  cases  were  discovered  as  a result  of  visits  to  the 
Mass  Radiography  Unit.  Five  of  the  new  notified  cases 
related  to  patients  in  Garlands  Hospital. 

According  to  the  Registrar  General’s  figures  there  were 
four  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  giving  a death 
rate  of  0.13  per  1,000  of  the  population,  compared  with  0.17 
in  1958. 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  above  table  that  there  were  in 
fact  eight  deaths  recorded  from  Tuberculosis.  This  apparent 
discrepancy  arises  from  the  fact  that  four  cases  originally 
notified  as  Tuberculosis  cases  died  during  the  year  of  con- 
ditions other  than  Tuberculosis,  and  therefore  were  not  re- 
corded as  Tuberculosis  deaths. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Tuberculosis  Register  at  31st  December.  1959. 
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Males 

Females  Total 

Pulmonary 

115 

94 

209 

Non-pulmonary 

15 

27 

42 

TOTALS 

130 

121 

251 

Preventian  of  Tuberculosis. 

(a)  Mass  Miniature  Radiography  Unit. 

The  Mass  Radiography  Unit,  under  the  direction  of  Dr. 
W.  H.  Morton  paid  the  usual  visits  to  the  district  during  the 
year  and  as  already  indicated  three  new  cases  of  active  pul- 
monary tuberculosis  were  thus  discovered.  In  addition  84 
other  abnormalities  were  brought  to  light  including  two  cases 
of  malignant  disease  of  the  lung. 

It  cannot  be  too  strongly  stressed  how  important  a yearly 
visit  to  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  is  in  terms  of  peace  of 
mind.  Nothing  can  be  more  comforting  than  to  know  that  an 
X-Ray  of  the  chest  shows  nothing  wrong,  but  this  is  only 
possible  if  one  attends  for  X-Ray  each  year. 

Included  in  the  visits  was  one  to  Spadeadam  Rocket  Site 
first  visited  in  1958.  In  view  of  the  large  labour  and  tech- 
nical force  employed  it  was  considered  advisable  that  a special 
visit  should  be  made  there  on  an  annual  basis.  I would 
like  to  record  my  thanks  for  the  great  co-operation  and  help 
received  from  the  employers  and  all  employees  at  Spadeadam, 
and  as  a matter  of  interest  it  will  be  noted,  from  the  appro- 
priate table,  that  two  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
were  thus  discovered. 
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Mass  Radiography  Unit — Summary  of  Findings,  1959. 


Total 

Number 

x-rayed. 

New 

active 

cases 

Other 
Inactive  Abnor- 
cases  mahties 

Edmond  Castle  School 

104 

— 

— 

1 

Garlands  Hospital 

756 

1 

— 

2 

Border  Council  Staff 

17 

— 

— - 

— 

Brampton 

165 

— 

— 

8 

Spadeadam 

1,153 

2 

3 

16 

14  Maintenance  Unit 

1,547 

— 

3 

57 

TOTAL 

3,742 

3 

6 

84 

The  total  attendances  at  the  unit  showed  a fall  of  nearly 
600  over  the  1958  figures. 

I must  again  stress  how  important  it  is  to  attend  the 
Mass  Radiography  Unit  each  year  for  check  X-Ray.  There 
are  still  too  many  people  who  do  not  take  advantage  of  this 

most  important  free  X-Ray  service. 

I would  also  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking 
Dr.  Morton  and  his  staff  for  their  great  help  and  co-operation 
throughout  the  year. 

(b)  B.C.G.  Vaccination. 

The  B.C.G.  Vaccination  of  the  13 — 14  year  old  age 
group  of  school  children  was  continued  during  the  year  and 
the  following  table  shows  the  work  done  in  this  respect: — 
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Results  of  Mantoux  Testing  and  B.C.G.  Vaccination  for  Children  in  13/14  year  age  Group  (1945)  in 
Border  Rural  Area  up  to  and  including  31st  December,  1959. 
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186—86%  186  29—13.4%  15 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948— Sect.  47 
NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  (AMENDMENT  ACT,  1951) 

No  action  was  necessary  under  Section  47  of  the  above 
Acts  during  the  year. 

In  all,  however,  sixteen  old  people  were  visited  having 
been  reported  as  in  need  of  care  and  attention.  Five  were 
admitted  to  hospital  or  Part  III  accommodation  on  a volun- 
tary basis,  and  I am  glad  to  report  that  following  on  sub- 
sequent visits  to  the  Homes  and  Hospitals  concerned  I found 
the  old  people  were  happy  and  contented  in  their  new  sur- 
roundings. I paid  a total  of  29  visits  over  the  year  in  con- 
nection with  this  part  of  my  work,  keeping  an  eye  especially 
on  the  old  people  who  remained  at  home  with  the  assistance, 
in  some  cases,  of  Home  Helps  provided  by  the  County  Coun- 
cil. The  Cumberland  County  Council  are  aware  of  their 
responsibilities  regarding  the  provision  of  Part  III  accom- 
modation, and  have  in  fact  provided  splendid  homes  for  old 
people  in  the  past  few  years.  In  view  of  the  increasing  num- 
ber of  aged  in  the  population  there  is  an  increasing  need  for 
such  homes. 

In  addition  the  Border  Rural  Council  are  well  aware  of 
their  own  special  housing  responsibilities  in  respect  of  Old 
Age  Pensioners  and  have  provided  special  bungalows  at 
Dalston,  Great  Corby  and  Longtown.  It  is  anticipated  that 
additional  such  houses  will  be  built  in  the  near  future. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH 
INSPECTOR  AND  HOUSING  OFFICER 

For  the  Year  Ending  31st  Oecember,  1959. 

To  the  Border  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Twenty-Sixth  Annual  Report: 

NOTICES  SERVED 

The  number  of  Notices  served  during  the  year  was: 

Formal  Informal 

Public  Health  Act  ...  3 16 

Housing  Act  ...  37  — 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  ..,  ...  — — 

Factories  Act  ...  ...  — — 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  ...  — — 

40  16 

HOUSING 

New  Buildings. 

1 15  houses  were  built  during  the  year — 52  by  the  Council 
and  63  by  private  enterprise.  At  the  end  of  the  year  58  were 
in  course  of  erection  by  the  Council. 

Details  as  at  31st  December,  1959: — 


No. 

in  course 

No. 

Place 

of  erection 

erection 

Longtown 

— 

52 

Brampton  (Moatside) 

30 

— 

Great  Orton 

12 

— 

Kirkandrews  Moat 

4 



Cargo  

... 

12 

— 

58 

52 

Private  Building 

110 

63 

168  115 
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HOUSING  ACTS  1949/1958.  IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 
HOUSE  PURCHASE  AND  HOUSING  ACT,  1959. 

The  House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959  came  into 
force  on  the  14th  June,  and  as  from  that  date  “Standard 
Grants”  were  introduced.  The  new  Grants  are  available  to 
owners  to  provide  five  amenities,  namely — bath,  water  closet, 
hot  water  supply,  wash-hand  basin  and  food  store.  The 
existing  system  of  improvement  grants  is  continued  but  they 
are  now  known  as  “Discretionary  Grants”.  These  are  intended 
to  cater  for  improvements  the  range  and  cost  of  which  fall 
outside  the  limits  applicable  to  standard  grants,  as  well  as 
for  conversions,  and  are  payable  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Council. 

DETAILS  OF  APPLICATIONS  DURING  1959 
IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

(known  at  Discretionary  Grants  after  14th  June) 

Applications  received — 24  in  respect  of  28  houses. 

Applications  approved — 22  in  respect  of  24  houses. 

Value  of  works  approved — £21,715. 

Value  of  grants  approved — £7,793. 

Improvements  completed — 26  in  respect  of  29  houses. 

Since  1950,  improvements  have  been  completed  to  200 
houses  and  grants  have  been  paid  to  a value  of  £68,244. 

STANDARD  GRANTS 

Applications  received — 27. 

Applications  approved — 25. 

Improvements  completed — 3. 

SLUM  CLEARANCE 

Clearance  Areas.  (Housing  Act,  1957,  Section  42). 

Four  Qearance  Areas  having  been  declared  at  Bramp- 
ton, the  Council  decided  to  proceed  by  way  of  compulsory 
purchase  order,  and  only  one  objection  was  received.  This 
was  In  respect  of  a public  house  and  an  enquiry  was  held 
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by  a Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  Inspector 
in  January.  As  a result  of  the  objections  the  public  house' — 
but  not  the  garden  and  outbuildings — was  excluded  from  the 
order  and  the  Clearance  Area. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  work  was  well  advanced  on  the 
flats  at  Moatside,  Brampton,  and  it  is  expected  that  the 
occupants  of  the  houses  in  the  Clearance  Areas  will  be  re- 
housed early  in  1960. 

Individual  Unfit  Houses. 

37  houses  were  represented  as  unfit.  In  most  cases 
tenants  were  re-housed. 

STATISTICAL  TABLE 

1 Inspection  of  dwellinghouses  during  the  year; — 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellings  inspetcted  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  421 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  638 

2.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  (number  remaining  to  be  dealt  with 
under  Housing  Programme)  ...  ...  ...  ...  327 

3.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  20 

2 Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 
Formal  Notices: — 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
seouen-e  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  officers  18 

3 Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year: — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  9 of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellingrouses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(a)  By  owners  — 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners — 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts; — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs — 
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(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(a)  By  owners  — 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners — 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  16  and  17  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1957:— 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  Demo- 
lition Orders  were  made 33 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  27 

(3)  Closing  Orders  made  12 

(4)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  undertakings 

have  been  given  by  owners  ...  ...  6 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  18  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1957: 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements'  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  — 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement 

or  room  having  been  rendered  fit — 

4 Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV.  Overcrowding: — 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

the  year  36 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  42 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  215 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reoprted  during 

the  year  8 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  5 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  32 

Camps. 

During  the  year,  the  camps  in  the  district  were  finally 
cleared  of  occupiers.  This  problem  has  been  with  the  Council 
since  1946  with  the  closing  down,  by  the  Service  departments, 
of  Hallburn  and  Crosby  aerodromes. 

During  1947  approximately  80  families  squatted  on 
these  two  sites  and  later  some  40  Polish  families  were  settled 
at  Hallburn  under  a Government  re-settlement  scheme. 
Although  the  greater  proportion  of  squatters  were  normal 
families,  the  number  of  “problem”  families  raised  many  dif- 
ficulties of  administration.  The  Council  carried  out  many 
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improvements  to  the  huts  occupied  by  the  squatters  and  the 
Polish  families,  but  even  so  the  accommodation  was  generally 
regarded  as  “sub-standard”. 

Gradually,  over  the  years,  the  problem  was  reduced  by 
re-housing  families  when  the  opportunity  arose  and  in  many 
cases  they  found  their  own  accommodation,  until  the  Coun- 
cil was  left  with  a hard-core  of  “problem  families”.  By  up- 
grading the  families  in  different  categories  of  huts,  the  Coun- 
cil were  able  to  finally  re-house  many  of  them  in  Council 
Houses. 

Several  of  the  Polish  families  had  left  Hallbum  and 
found  other  accommodation,  but  those  remaining  (some  22 
families)  were  given  houses  on  the  Council’s  Burn  Street  estate 
at  Longtown  early  in  the  year.  There  is  every  reason  to 
believe  that  these  families  are  now  well  on  the  way  to  full 
integration  in  the  local  community,  a fact  which  reflects  con- 
siderable credit  on  the  people  of  Longtown  and  the  Polish 
families  themselves. 

The  creation  of  the  squatters  camps  was  in  the  early 
years  a direct  result  of  the  acute  housing  shortage  in  the  post- 
war period,  but  gradually  as  the  more  able  families  moved 
out  or  were  re-housed  it  became  less  of  a housing  problem 
and  more  of  a social  problem.  These  huts  on  disused  aero- 
dromes Were  isolated,  men  had  every  excuse  not  to  work 
because  of  the  lack  of  transport  and  the  close  proximity  of 
families  of  similar  outlook  and  habits  led  to  extremely  diffi- 
rult  problems.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  circumstances  which 
allowed  squatters  camps  to  be  established  will  not  occur 
again. 


Drainage  and  Water  Closets 

The  number  of  new  drainage  systems  and  water  closets 
provided  in  place  of  earth  closets  etc.,  is  50.  13  of  these  are 
drained  to  the  Councils  sewers  and  37  to  cesspools.  In  addi- 
tion 1 system  previously  draining  to  a cesspool  has  now  been 
connected  to  a Council  sewer. 
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Water  Supplies 

The  number  of  existing  houses  provided  with  a water 
supply  from  the  Council’s  mains  is  11. 

Caravan  Sites  and  Moveable  Dwellings 
(Public  Health  Act  1936.  Section  269). 

Seven  sites  are  used  for  caravans,  five  of  which  hold 
licences  under  Section  269.  The  two  unlicenced  sites  are 
providing  new  sanitary  accommodation  after  which  they  will 
be  suitable  for  licensing. 

In  addition,  16  licences  were  issued  to  station  moveable 
dwellings. 

The  increasing  use  of  caravans  for  residential  purposes 
has  caused  concern  in  many  parts  of  the  country,  although 
no  great  difficulties  have  arisen  in  this  district.  However, 
Sir  Arton  Wilson  has  made  a ver>'  comprehensive  report  to 
the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  no  doubt  new  legislation  will  be  introduced. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

No.  of  Registrations  of  Dairymen  16 

Licences  issued  during  the  year: — 

Dealers’  Licences^ — ^Tuberculin  Tested  5 

Dealers’  Licences — Pasteurised  ...  2 

Dealers’  Licences — Sterilised  — 

Dealers’  Supplementary  Licences — Tuberculin  Tested  1 
Dealers’  Supplementary  Licences — Pasteurised  ...  1 

Dealers’  Supplementary  Licences — Sterilised  ...  1 

Slaughterhouses  and  Inspection  of  Meat 

Five  Slaughterhouses  were  licensed  during  1959. 

Results  of  inspections  carried  out  in  Slaughterhouses 
during  the  year  1959: — 
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Cattle  excluding 

Cows  Cows 

Sheep  and 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Numbers  inspected 

347 

19 

1,636 

263 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  1 

17 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned   

223 

7 

364 

4 

Percentage  

64.27 

36.84 

22.25 

1.53 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

_ 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned   

1 

1 

Percentage  

0.29 

— 

— 

0.39 

Cysticercus  Bovis  only: 
Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned   

1 

1 

Carcases  submitted  for 
treatment  by  refrigeration 

1 

1 

MM* 

_ 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned  

_ 

Percentage  

0.21 

5.3 

A total  of  5,325  lb.  of  meat  was  condemned. 


FOOD  UNFIT  FOR  HUMAN  CONSUMPTION 

The  following  foodstuffs  in  shops  and  stores  were  con- 
demned:— 


Tinned  Peaches  ...  ...  60  lbs. 

Fish  140  lbs. 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955. 

Sixty  visits  were  paid  during  the  year  to  food  premises, 
and  improvements  were  carried  out  at  several  premises.  The 
standard  of  cleanliness,  generally,  is  improving  in  most  pre- 
mises and  traders  are  fitting  new  equipment  capable  of  easy 
cleaning. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

PART  1 OF  THE  ACT 

1.  Inspections  for  Purposes  of  Provisions  as  to  Health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspector). 


Number  of 


Number  Occupiers 

on  Inspec-  Written  Pros- 
Premises  Register  tions  Notices  ecuted 


(i)  Factories  in  which  sections 
1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities  57 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 

in  which  Section  7 is  to  be 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  53 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (ex-cluding 
Outworkers’  Premises)  ...  21 


4 


10 


2 


TOTALS 

141  16  — — 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  Found. 

Number  of  cases  in  which  Number 

defects  were  found  of 

Particulars 

Referred  which  pros- 
to  by  ecutions 

Remed-  H.M.  In-  HTM.  In-  were 
Found  ied  spector  spector  instituted 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l.)  1 

Overcrowding  (S.2.)  ...  — 

Unreasonable  Tempera- 
ture (S.3.)  — 

Inadequate  Ventilation 
(S.4.)  - 
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Ineffective  Drainage  of 

Floors  (S.6.) — — — — 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7.) 

(a)  Insufficient  ...  — — — — 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  de- 
fective   2 2 — 1 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes  — ~ — — 

Other  offences  against  the 
Aa  (not  including  Off- 
ences relating  to  Out- 
work)   — *—  — - 


TOTALS  3 3 2 


Under  Part  8 of  the  Act,  Section  110  and  111  there  was 
only  one  registered  Out-worker  who  is  engaged  in  making 
wearing  apparel.  There  were  no  Notices,  served  or  any  Pro- 
secutions. 


Knackers  Yards 

There  are  two  knackers’  yards  in  the  district  which  are 
licensed  annually.  They  are  both  conducted  in  a satisfactory 
manner. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Acts — 

Rodent  Control. 

During  the  year  the  work  of  surveying  agricultural 
properties  was  continued,  and  about  one  quarter  of  such 
holdings  were  inspected.  As  a result  of  the  surveys  made  it 
was  found  that  there  were  few  farms  having  serious  infesta- 
tions. 

Very  little  use  is  made  by  farmers  of  the  rat  destruction 
service  provided  by  the  Council,  but  there  are  several  private 
operators  working  in  the  district. 

No  statutory  notices  were  served  during  the  year. 

The  Council’s  Sewerage  works  and  Refuse  Tips  are 
regularly  visited  and  treated  as  necessar)'. 
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The  following  inspections  were  made  during  the  year  by 
the  Council’s  Rodent  Operator: — 


Local  Authority  Premises 

...  143 

Dwelling  Houses 

36 

Agricultural  Premises 

...  445 

All  other  premises 

57 

Refuse  Collection 

No  major  extensions  to  the  areas  of  collection. were  made 
during  the  year  and  except  for  some  thinly  populated  areas  in 
Bewcastle,  Stapleton,  Solport,  Askerton,  Kingwater  and 
Nicholforest  Parishes  the  district  has  a once-weekly  collec- 
tion. The  rate  of  building  of  houses  in  the  parishes  near  to 
the  City  of  Carlisle  and  in  Brampton,  however,  has  neces- 
sitated further  consideration  of  the  scheme,  and  an  additional 
refuse  vehicle  will  be  required  in  1960. 

Maintenance  of  the  Councils  12  widely  spaced  refuse  tips 
presents  difficulties  owing  to  the  cost  of  manually  keeping 
them  in  order  and  a ti'actor  complete  with  all  appliances  will 
shortly  be  required. 


Salvage 

The  amount  of  waste  paper  collected  and  disposed  of 
was  again  small,  namely  22  tons  5 cwt.  2 qtrs.,  although  this 
was  better  than  the  previous  year.  No  special  drives  are  made 
to  get  the  maximum  collection  possible  and  all  that  is  done  is 
that  the  paper  put  out  by  householders  is  collected,  baled  and 
sold. 


STATEMENT  OF  EXPENDITURE  FROM  REFUSE 
COLLECTION  AND  SALVAGE 

Year  ended  31st  March,  1960. 


EXPENDITURE: 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Wages 

5,881 

1 

8 

Refuse  Tips,  Rents  and  Maintenance 

341 

2 

6 

Vehicles  

3,226 

8 

1 
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Advertising  

Scotby  Depot — proportion  of  expenses 
Other  Expenses  


17  1 0 
480  8 7 
558  18  5 


£10,505  0 3 


INCOME3 

Sale  of  Salvage  149  16  9 


Miscellaneous  Income  14  19  11 


£164  16  8 

The  cost  of  collection  per  house  is  approximately 
£1  8s.  9d.  per  year. 

PETROLEUM  ACTS 

Forty  five  visits  were  made  to  petroleum  installations. 
Two  filling  stations  were  redesigned  during  the  year  and 
considerable  improvement  in  lay-out  of  tanks  and  pumps 
made.  It  appears  that  the  tendency  is  to  have  larger  filling 
stations  with  greatly  increased  petrol  storage  capacity,  and 
this  redesigning  of  stations  has  now  been  going  on  for  some 
years.  In  many  cases  owners  are  providing  amenities  for  the 
benefit  of  the  travelling  public  such  as  sanitary  accommoda- 
tion. 

There  are  95  petroleum  installations  in  the  district 
including  32  filling  stations  open  to  the  public. 

SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS 

Houses  inspected  under  Housing  Acts  and  Public  Health  Acts  638 

Houses  inspected  re  proposals  for  re-conditioning  21 

Houses  inspected  re  dirty  conditions  ...  5 

Houses  inspected  re  water  supply  4 

Houses  inspected  under  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Acts  re 

Discretionary  Grants 204 

Houses  inspected  under  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Acts  re 

Standard  Grants  73 

Houses  inspected  for  subsidy  under  Housing  (Financial  Pro- 
visions) Acts 12 

Nuisances  82 

Existing  Drainage  Systems  267 
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Proposals  for  new  drainage  works  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

New  drainage  works  inspected  and  tested  55 

Piggeries  3 

Watercourses  10 

Caravans  and  Camping  Sites  47 

Infectious  diseases  inquiries  5 

Refuse  Collection 93 

Knackers  Yards  4 

Water  Sampling  ...  ...i  ...  ...  ...  ...  117 

Public  Conveniences  11 

Dangerous  Buildings  6 

Factory  Acts  16 

Shops  Acts 13 

Food  Premises  60 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  11 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  5 

Milk  Sampling  12 

Unsound  Food  3 

Meat  Inspection  376 

Casualty  Slaughter  on  Farms  14 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Acts 6 

Petroleum  Regulations  ...  ...  45 

Visits  paid  to  housing  applicants 193 

Repairs  and  management  of  Council  houses 484 

Council  Property  ...  14 

Demolition  of  Camps  15 

l odging  Houses  2 

Rag  Dealers  2 

Miscellaneous  9 


I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  S.  WATSON, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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